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MESSIAH’S 2020 CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Messiah is led by a council made up of the pastors, the 
school principal, and 15 elected members who serve a 
three-year term. For the sake of continuity, up to five 
council members are elected in any given year. 
 

New council members for 2020: 
   Sharon Ratvasky  Jay Machado    
 

Returning for the continuation of their terms or   
re-committing to a new term are: 
Cathy Zalac      Josh Koza        Jim Quayle  
Alan Parrott      Steve Swanson       Don Braun  
Lindsay Baker      Ron Coulter          Mike Allan 

  Trish Kvasnicka     Jared Waugaman      
         Lindsay Rados 
     

Our thanks for faithful service to the following  
persons who are concluding terms on council: 

Frank Petak   Brian Pajer 
John Hayduk    

MESSIAH MEMOS 
Messiah Fairview Park    November 2020 

FAMILY NEWS 

BAPTISMS 
 

Maddie Ryan Polenz 
 Baptized: 8/30/20 
 DOB: 7/1/20 
 Parents: Matthew & Angela Polenz 
  

Lillian Elinore Stover 
 Baptized: 9/20/20 
 DOB: 2/18/20 
 Parents: Zachary & Krystyna Stover 
 

Kendall Marie McGreal 
 Baptized: 9/19/20 
 DOB: 7/30/84 
 Parents: Charles & Judy Elliot 
 

Delilah Ruth Dickey 
 Baptized: 10/18/20 
 DOB: 3/21/20 
 Parents: Adam & Courtney Dickey 
 

Ella Gray Sweeney 
 Baptized: 10/18/20 
 DOB: 7/21/20 
 Parents: Matthew & Christa Sweeney 
 

  WEDDINGS 
 

Sarah Rose & Eddie Digges:  July 20  
    

Christina Williams & Zachary Wigmore: June 26 
 

Emily DiFiore & Matthew Hogan: July 13     
 

Siobhan Hein & Jeff Friedel: August 22 
    

Tarah Beasley & Timothy Coulter : September 12 
 

Megan Blackburn & William Corpas: September 25
       

IN MEMORY 
 

  Dorothy Lewis 
May 24, 1946—June 28, 2020 

 

Charles Raquet 
   April 31, 1947—July 11, 2020 

 

Ruth H. Gahl 
   May 23, 1916—August 5, 2020 

 

Jodi Norris 
 September 17, 1960—September 7, 2020 

OUR SAINTS 
 

WE HONOR AND REMEMBER THOSE WHO, IN 
DEATH, HAVE JOINED THE CHURCH  

TRIUMPHANT THIS PAST YEAR. 
 

   Name                     Date of          Date of 
             Birth            Death 
  

Robert Koback             10/04/2019 
John Helmink    11/15/1953    11/15/2019 
Phillip Neumann   10/11/1951       02/07/2020 
Emma Ladaika    07/30/1944   02/11/2020 
Joyce Fry     03/01/1935   02/17/2020 
Carolyn Youngman  08/14/1944   02/20/2020 
Ruth Marquardt   12/26/1922   03/15/2020 
Edith Kundtz        09/17/1928  04/02/2020 
Roberta Holmes   04/12/1929       04/11/2020 
Jean Siebert     08/22/1926       04/12/2020 
Fred Hammer    10/29/1928   04/23/2020 
Dorothy Lewis    05/24/1946   06/28/2020 
Charles Raquet    04/31/1941   07/11/2020 
Ruth Gahl     05/23/1916   08/05/2020 
Jodi Norris     09/17/1960   09/07/2020 
Mary Hansen    07/17/1937   10/11/2020 
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 FROM THE PASTOR  
From Pastor Burce— 
 

This is the strangest autumn ever, a 
fitting close to the strangest year 
ever. So much is upended, includ-
ing our church life. I never thought 
I’d preach to an empty church on a 
Sunday morning. That happened 
toward the end of March. A little 

later I got used to it. Lots of you had never imagined 
going without communion for a stretch of seven 
months. By now you have. I pray to God that you’re 
sad about this. Our Lord wants no one to get accus-
tomed to that kind of deprivation. More to the point, 
he doesn’t want to lose out on the joy he finds in 
feeding you.  
 

A quick reminder that in-person Sunday attendance 
has been an option since the end of June, with strin-
gent precautions in place. A month later we added 
opportunities for weekday communion on a semi-
private basis. Watch for that moment when you’re 
safe and ready to try one of these. 
 

Even as I say this, I need to thank God for the way he 
has brought us so far through this new pandemic wil-
derness. The internet has been a wondrous gift. Much 
more wondrous is the steady, committed faith—that 
gift of the Holy Spirit—that has kept so many of us 
connected and working together in the mission of our 
church and school. I thank God for you. You keep 
tuning in to Sunday services. You keep praying for 
each other. You keep honoring and serving our Lord 
through your offerings. You keep doing what you do 
so that others can see the light of Christ burning 
brightly at Messiah.  
 

That’s where my focus is these days, and Pr. Bridger’s 
too. A week or so ago I had that focus sharpened 
when I attended an event at Holy Trinity, a Greek  
Orthodox church in Parma. It’s a breathtaking build-
ing, every inch of its walls and ceilings painted with 
icons, those classic Orthodox depictions of the great 
Christian story. What really robbed my breath was the 
picture on the highest point of the ceiling in the center 
of the sanctuary. There was Jesus looking down as the 
Ruler of the Universe that he is and always will be. I 
wish we had that picture in our own sanctuary. We 
don’t. We won’t. It’s not our Lutheran style. With us it 
falls to pastors to paint the picture through their 
preaching and teaching so that others can sketch it 
too, everyone in their own way passing the news 
along. 
 

The news? Christ is in charge. He holds the world and 
its future in his gracious hands. He is stronger than  

sickness and sin. He can’t be stopped by hatred and 
death. He lives and rules today. And yes, he’ll bring us 
through the perils of this strangest autumn we’ve ever 
seen.  
 

Count on him to do that. Keep pitching in so that, 
working together, we can help others count on him 
too.  
 

Again, God be praised for each of you. 
 

—Pr. Burce 

EXPLORING THE WORD 
 

Wednesday mornings, 10am  
Via Zoom with Pastor Burce 
 

Study of Isaiah 
A study of Isaiah, one of the cornerstones of the Old 
Testament. 
 

Wednesday evenings, 7pm  
Via Zoom with Pastor Burce 
 

Vocation 
What does that mean? How do we know or discover 
what our “calling” is? What light does the Word of 
God shed on this huge question that so many people 
wrestle with, and not only younger ones but older ones 
too.  
 

* If you would like to participate and aren’t yet on 
the list for a weekly Zoom invitation, drop a note 
to Pr. Burce, jburce@messiahfp.org. He’ll be  de-
lighted to include you.  
 

Thursday evenings, 8pm  
Via Zoom with Pastor Seth 
 

This study focuses on the Apostle Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians. 
 

* Email Pastor Seth at sbrdger@messiahfp.org if 
you would like to join and be sent the Zoom invite 
details. 

PRIVATE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Would you like to receive Holy Communion? We will 
be offering one opportunity each week.  
 

Dates & Times 
  Nov. 2 (1-4 pm)   Nov. 12 (1-4 pm) 
  Nov. 16 (1-4 pm)   Dec. 3 (2-5 pm) 
 

Enter through the main east doors at your scheduled 
time. Families will be seated at either end of the space, 
at least twenty feet apart. Masks are required. Ques-
tions? Contact Pastor Seth at 513-335-2882. 

mailto:jburce@messiahfp.org
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NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
This November via Zoom 

 

There are multiple people interested in taking the 
New Members Class to learn more about Messiah 
Church. This five session Inquirer's Class is designed 
to help you get to know the DNA of Messiah.  Due 
to Covid-19, we will be offering this class via Zoom 
during the month of November. 
 

Class begins 
Tuesday, November 3rd @ 7 pm 

 

Those who participate in the class and desire to join 
Messiah's membership will be received into member-
ship on Sunday, December 6th. 
 

Email Pastor Seth  at sbridger@messiahfp.org to sign 
up or contact the Messiah Church office. 

     WATCH MESSIAH     
    SERVICES ONLINE 

 

We have a unique gift at Messiah for everyone.  Can’t 
make it to church?  Want to hear a sermon again?  
Want to hear a choir sing again?  Each week Messi-
ah’s 8:30 am service is online; both on our website 
and Messiah’s Facebook page.  You can watch the 
services live or anytime following the service.  The 
hymns and music are scrolled for you to participate. 
You may even make a donation during the offering 
collection. 
 

Visit messiahfairview.org and click on “Watch      
Services Online” at the top to stream the services.  
You can find the bulletin under the Communica-
tions” tab. 

LISTEN TO MESSIAH  
SERVICES ON THE PHONE 

 

An audio recording of the worship service is 
available through any phone by calling 
440-276-4450. If you know of someone who doesn’t 
use a computer or have access to the internet in their 
homes, please let them know that they can listen   
anytime at no charge. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8:30 am—In person and Livestreamed 
10 am—In person 
 

For everybody’s safety and comfort:  
 We can accommodate no more than 50 at each of 

the services. We will add services for coming 
Sundays if we find a need for that.  

 

 If you plan to attend, please let us know along 
with the number of people attending. You can do 
so in one of two ways:  

 Sign up electronically. simply click the link 
and follow the prompts.  The link can be 
found weekly on Thursdays in the Midweek 
Memo as well as on Messiah’s home page 
(messiahchurchfairview.org). 

 

 NOTE: If you’re attending the 10 am service, 
please plan to arrive to church no earlier than 
9:45 am, to allow sufficient time to clean after the 
8:30 service.  

 

 Masks are REQUIRED at both services 
 

CONFIRMATION 
 

7th Grade  
7th grade Confirmation will meet via Zoom on the 
first Sunday of each month at 6pm.  The next meet-
ing will be on Sunday, November 8th @ 6 pm. 
 

8th Grade  
8th grade Confirmation will meet via Zoom on the 
third Sunday of each month at 7pm.  The next meet-
ing will be on Sunday, November 15th at 7pm. 
 

Email Pastor Seth - sbridger@messiahfp.org if 
you have not already received an email invite to 
your Confirmation Zoom meeting.   

 

FIRST  
COMMUNICANTS 

 

Matthew Biacsi 
Zachary Bridger 

E. J. Grauel 
Maria Hawkins 

Sofia Monteleone 
Emily Prusak 
Colin Pajer 

Bryson Parrott 
Kayla Reynolds 

Jacob Stout 

Sophie Sugrue  

2020 
CONFIRMANDS 

 

Noah Bridger 
Delaney Garcia 

Landon McCarty 
Gregory Prohaska 

Anna Rendziak 
Jenna Stover 

Benjamin Vandrasik 
 

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email
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KEEP THE LIGHT SHINING! 
A Call to Faithful Stewardship for Days Like These 

 

Let your Light so shine before others that they may see…and give glory to your Father in heaven. –Matt. 5:16 
 

Dark. Gloomy. Depressing. Sad. Scary— 
 

These are the big words of 2020, the year of the pandemic and the protests against racial injustice 
and a political climate throbbing with fear, anger, and contempt.  
 

This is the year of postponed weddings and skimpy funerals and cancelled vacations and dear ones 
stuck in nursing homes or hospital rooms where no one can visit.  
 

It’s the year of frazzled parents trying to juggle jobs and their children’s online classes. Of restaurants 
trying somehow to serve customers and keep their staff safe. Of no trips to the ballpark or the   
movies or all those other places where people go for a taste of joy.  
 

It’s the year of too much Zooming and far too little face-to-face companionship. 
 

And yet, even so: Hopeful. Promising. Overflowing with Faith and Love— 
 

These are the bigger words of 2020—another year in the ongoing work of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
make all things new and right and good. To overcome evil. To raise the dead. To wash away sin. To 
shine with God’s love.  
 

Our church, Messiah, is one of those places where Jesus is working to make this happen.  
 

Notice how the Holy Spirit has kept the Light on for us this year. How every week we get to find 
strength in Jesus’ promises. How our school is running strong with reminders every day to children 
and their parents that God is with them. How people are meeting, talking, and praying in online Bi-
ble classes. How neighbors are being helped through Laundry Love and a new Little Food Pantry 
and gifts to hunger centers. How babies are being baptized and older children confirmed. How the 
sick and sad are being remembered and encouraged even when visits aren’t an option.  
 

2020 has also been a year of tremendously faithful giving by the saints of Messiah. Thank you for 
your part in it. God be thanked for your generous hearts. They’re a gift of his creation—a tool 
Christ uses to keep the Light shining. 
 

Will you let God work through you in 2021? This month we’ll be inviting financial commitments to 
Messiah’s work and mission next year. Begin already now to pray about this. God grant us all the 
faith and passion to put ourselves at his gracious disposal.  
 

We’re in this together. Christ is with us too.  Let the Light shine on! 

 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

* Give Online at messiahfairview.org; look for the “Donation” tab. 
 

* Text Donations to 855-913-1744 with the amount you would like to contribute (make sure to  include 
the $ before the amount) 
 

* Mail: Send a check via mail to Messiah Lutheran Church (21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH 44126) 
 

* Visit smile.amazon.com and designate Messiah Lutheran Church as your preferred charity.  Log onto 
smile.amazon.com to make purchases thereafter. 
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YEAR END GIFT PLANNING 
 

It’s that time of year to plan for your year end gift to 
a charitable organization.  Messiah has been blessed 
over the years with a variety of employer matching 
gifts. Charitable giving is a timeless tradition.  Below 
are a variety of options to help with planning. Please 
consult your financial advisor for further details. 
 

 Write a Check: Cash is probably the easiest way 
to make a gift and may already be part of your 
annual giving tradition.  Your gift qualifies for a 
charitable deduction (up to 60 percent of your 
adjusted gross income in the year of the gift), 
with five carryover years for unused deductions. 

  Tip: Double your impact! Ask your employer 
  about their matching gift program 
 

 Gift Marketable Securities: Donating appreci-
ated stocks, bonds or mutual funds held more 
than one year may provide two helpful tax bene-
fits. First, the gift qualifies for a charitable deduc-
tion for the current full market value.  Second, 
you avoid capital gains tax on the appreciation. 

  Tip: You can also donate appreciated stock  
  to fund a gift that pays you income for life. 
 

 Make an IRA Charitable Rollover: If you are 
70 1/2 or older and take required minimum dis-
tributions from your IRA, you pay income tax on 
those distributions.  A charitable alternative may 
be to ask your IRA custodian to make a direct 
transfer from your IRA to Messiah. This tax-free 
gift is available up to $100,000 each year. 

  Tip: Consider using the IRA charitable roll 
  over to make your annual gifts, create an   
  endowment or satisfy your pledges. 
 

 Make the Most of Your Charitable Deduc-
tions: The standard deduction increased signifi-
cantly under the tax law passed in December, 
2017.  Bunching your charitable contributions is 
a tax strategy where you alternate between taking 
the standard deduction one year and itemizing 
the next year.  This strategy may be beneficial if 
you can plan the timing of your contribution and  
itemized expenses to exceed the standard         
deduction in a given year. 

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? 
Direct Your 2020 Thrivent Choice     

Dollars to Messiah Church & School 
  

If you are a Thrivent member you may have 
Choice Dollars to direct to Messiah Church & 
School.  Choice Dollars are free to members and 
provide an opportunity to give back to a charitable 
organization.  It is a gift that costs you absolutely 
nothing.  Messiah is registered as one of the many 
charities in this program. Log into your Thrivent 
account or call (800)847-4836.  This is free money 
for Messiah Church & School and is likely already 
sitting in your account waiting to be donated.  If 
you need additional help, call Darlene Waugh at 
440-331-2405. 

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS   
Contributed $35,550 to Messiah in 2019 

  

Many companies offer matching gift programs to 
educational institutions and non-profit charitable 
organizations. Messiah Lutheran Church and 
School qualifies as one of these organizations. We 
have been blessed to receive matching gifts over 
the years from the Benevity Impact Fund, Google, 
Key Bank, Lubrizol, PNC, Progressive Insurance, 
Schwab Charitable Fund, The Sherwin Williams 
Foundation, Thrivent Financial and more. Check 
with your Human Resources Department if this 
benefit is available to you.  Don’t miss out. This is 
the easiest matching gift program available.    
Questions? Contact Darlene Waugh, 440-331-
2405.  
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY  
FALL FOOD DRIVE  

 

The Little Free Pantry installed by the school entrance on W. 215th is a safe method of ad-
dressing food insecurity in Fairview Park during the pandemic. This food distribution system 
replaced the monthly hot meal Messiah’s Care Team has provided to our low-income neigh-
bors during Laundry Love events at Leo’s Laundromat.  
 

The Pantry’s capacity holds 50 cans and several boxes of pasta. We restock the pantry several 
times a week. Cost to re-stock the pantry averages $50 per week. Donations are always wel-
come! There is a grocery shopping cart to  collect donations in the Atrium entrance area by 

the elevator. (Shopping bags are available on the coat tree next to the cart.) Non-perishable food items in non-
breakable containers may also be dropped off any time at the plastic bin outdoors by the Luther Rose.  
 

There has been an increased demand for food from residents with special needs, including seniors,    people with 
compromised immune systems, mental/physical disabilities, and those who rely on public transportation. Forty boxes 
of pasta were recently donated, so we are in need of spaghetti sauce in cans (no glass). As the days get colder, pre-
pared soups, chili, canned stew, and healthy food options (beans, rice, oatmeal) are all greatly appreciated. (Please do 
not donate snack items. The Pantry’s mission is to supply healthy ingredients for people to create nutritious meals in 
their homes.) 
 

Many low-income families (especially single female-headed households) have had to make the 
difficult decision to leave older children at home to manage and feed younger siblings to main-
tain employment. To support these families, our Pantry donation goals also include providing 
healthy food choices kids can safely prepare at home without adult supervision: peanut butter, 
jelly, microwavable soups, veggies, and heat-and-serve pastas.  
 

Thank you for all that you do, and all that you give, to diversify and expand our Laundry Love 
PLUS community outreach in Jesus’ name. Questions? Contact Care Team leader Janice Snyder 
at jsnyder@messiahfp.org 

 
LAUNDRY LOVE UPDATE:  

24-THOUSAND POUNDS OF LAUNDRY AND COUNTING IN 2020! 
 

Social distancing is going to be with us for the foreseeable future. While the close interaction we have enjoyed with 
our Laundry Love guests for the past four years can’t resume for a while, we have continued faithfully to serve our 
neighbors-in-need throughout the pandemic in new ways. 
 

Laundromats are deemed “essential services”, so Leo’s Laundromat was open every day during quarantine and since 
some restrictions have been eased. Day manager Shirley, and night manager Amber, have been invaluable to our   
continuing Laundry Love efforts. Care Team leader Janice Snyder visits the laundromat several times per month, 
dropping off donated face masks, hygiene items, children’s books, groceries, and loading the laundromat cards with 
funds provided by a generous grant from the Community West Foundation.  
 

As people have lost jobs, or their hours have been reduced, the need for assistance is greater than ever. Our monthly 
laundry costs have gone from $400 to $700 per month. Since January we have paid to launder over 24-thousand 
pounds of clothing and bedding; three thousand pounds more than all of 2019, with November and December events 
yet-to-be-held. 
 

Our Laundry Love event on November 19th (moved up a week due to Thanksgiving) will be our 47th event since 
2017. Since we will not be able to serve our usual (much anticipated and appreciated) hot Thanksgiving meal in the 
laundromat, donations of Giant Eagle Gift cards in $10 and $25 amounts would be a fantastic way to share our   
blessings with our friends at Leo’s. Gift card deadline is November 16. If you can help in this way, please contact 
Care Team leader Janice Snyder, jsnyder@messiahfp.org  

mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
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Here’s What’s  
Happening  
At Messiah 

Messiah’s Music Ministry has been taking place in new 
ways this Fall even as we continue, as always, to declare 
God’s everlasting goodness and praise God through our 
music. I do hope that when you’ve been participating in 
services at home that you have been singing robustly 
whether with family members or on your own. Many 
thanks are due to the many singers who have continued 
to lead singing in worship throughout the shutdown and 
now small in-person and online services!  
 

Fall is traditionally the time when special ensembles 
have started up—Messiah Adult Choir, Handbells, and 
the Brass Ensemble. You will have noticed that our mu-
sicians continue using their talents to serve God and His 
people, the Church, but in much smaller groups. Rather 
than rehearsing and singing as a full adult choir, vocalists 
have prepared duets. Instead of playing as a large hand-
bell ensemble, Ruth King has gotten three players to 
ring together along with her. Rather than a brass ensem-
ble to fill the sanctuary with music, we are putting to-
gether a “virtual brass ensemble” as part of the “For All 
the Saints” virtual hymn project. We have focused on 
including string instruments, bells, and percussion rather 
than “higher risk” wind and brass instruments. In short, 
Messiah’s Music Ministry is still encouraging stewards of 
musical talents to use them in praise of God and service 
to others in safe and responsible ways, just as we’ve al-
ways done. 
 

I am excited to be working right now, along with Jared 
and Adonai, on a collaboration of many, many singers 
and instrumentalists to produce the Messiah “For All 
the Saints” virtual video. You will get to see and enjoy 
the video on All Saints Day, November 1st. My hope is 
that the video, which is being made for God’s glory and 
in service to the saints at Messiah, is an encouragement 
as we remember the lives of saints past and present who 
have lived lives full of God’s grace and love.  
 

Thank you for your spiritual, financial, and emotional 
support and encouragement of the ongoing Music Min-
istry at Messiah, especially during these challenging 
times. I truly appreciate the community of believers at 
Messiah who are so grateful, involved, and supportive of 
spreading God’s Word through music! 
 

In Christ,  
Connie Triplett,  
Director of Music 
ctriplett@messiahfp.org 

THANKSGIVING DAY  
WORD & PRAYER 

Thursday, November 26 (Online Only)  
 

We invite you to begin your Thanksgiving Day by 
joining us online only for a special time of Word & 
Prayer at 9:30 am on Thursday, November 26. We 
will thank and praise God for the many blessings he 
has and continues to bestow upon us this year.  This 
service will be available for viewing anytime after 
9:30 am .  Share our service with family and friends 
both near and far - socially distant of course. 

WORD & REFLECTION 
 Messiah's Online Devotions 

 

These devotions are a time for 
hearing God's Word, to hear a 
church friend share their faith 
and a time to be in prayer.    
 

We pray that it will strengthen 
your faith and encourage you. 

 

November Focus  
Gratitude  

 

December Focus 
Advent: People in the Advent Story 

 

A new devotion is uploaded each Wednesday but 
can be viewed at any time throughout the week. The 
link can be found on the Messiah Website, Messiah 
Facebook page and in the Mid-week  memos.     
 

May the LORD give strength to his people! 
May the LORD bless his people with peace!        

Psalm 29:11 



 8 

 

 

 

FLOCKNOTE 
 

Recently, as we've all grown accustomed to 
'social distancing' it's a reminder of just how  
important the ability to communicate is.       
Communication is the linchpin to making every-
thing we do as a congregation and wider church 
work better. Messiah's desire is to engage our 
community directly and immediately and to do 
so without having to download an app, log in 
somewhere, or jump through any other hoops. 
The solution we've chosen to meet this critical 
need is Flocknote, an online system that will  
allow us to communicate with you via text   
messaging and email easily and simply. 
 

If Messiah already has your up-to-date contact 
information there's no action you need to 
take. You should have received an introductory 
text message.  
 

If you did not receive an introductory text or 
email, it may mean that we do not have your 
most updated information.  If you wish to be a 
part of our new texting and emailing system, you 
may join by texting MESSIAHFP to 84576, 
you will be enrolled from there. You'll then re-
ceive an auto-reply message.  If you choose, you 
can reply from there with your email address.     

IMPORTANT CHURCH OFFICE UPDATES 
  

As we move further into the fall the people who serve in Messiah’s church offices are settling into 
new working schedules. Ever since the March shutdown most of us had spent most of our time 
working remotely from home. That began to change last month. 
 

As we do we our best to serve you fully and safely, please help us in the following ways— 
  

1)    If you need to call the church office, do so between 9 and 3:30, Monday through Friday. (440
-331-2405.) Someone will be there to answer the phone. If they don’t, they’re either on another call 
or at lunch. Try again a bit later or leave a message. 
  

2)    You can reach the pastors at any time, including weekends. Call or text their cell phone 
numbers. For Pr. Seth, 513-335-2882. For Pr. Burce, 216-469-7863. Remember that Pr. Seth tries to 
take a day off on Monday, and Pr. Burce on Friday. 
  

3)    Because of covid concerns, the following is especially important: for in-person visits with 
someone in the office, call ahead or make an appointment. Drop-in visits are not helpful right 
now as we work with our school to keep everyone in the building as safe as possible. Thank you so 
much for your cooperation with this. 

Have a Safe  

and Blessed  

Thanksgiving! 
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      Gourmet Prayer 
with Priscilla Hinsch 

 

 I know I’m not the only one, but sometimes I am so overwhelmed with 
what is going on in our country that I don’t even know how to begin to 

pray. I’ve heard Pastor Burce say that when this happens, say The Lord’s 
Prayer, it has everything you need!  To that I say “Amen”. 

 I am also blessed to have many of my mother’s prayer books.  One is 
from Guideposts Outreach.  The following prayer I shared on Facebook 

after a very sad night.  May you be blessed as I was that night! 
 

Prayer In Crisis 
 

“God, I feel lost and overwhelmed.   
The world seems out of control, full of evil. 

Life has become a nightmare.  Please help me remember that You made this 
world and declared it good.  Give me the comfort of Your presence and the 

confidence to trust You even when nothing seems to change.  Calm my mind, 
bring peace to my heart and strengthen my spirit to carry on in the midst of 
loss.  Lay a path for me, and help me follow your way as I move forward.  

Amen.” 

CHRISTMAS GIVING  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Messiah has been participating in two Christmas 
giving opportunities for many years; the Christmas 
store of hope and Christmas boxes.  This year we 
plan to participate, but in a different way.  While 
Covid numbers continue to climb in our area, we 
do not want to ask our church members to go 
shopping unnecessarily.  
 

This year we are asking instead for monetary dona-
tions.  We will collect the money and then split any 
donations between the two the organizations.  
Please send any donations for Christmas giving by 
Sunday, November 22.   
 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING?  
MERRY CHRISTMAS? 

 

We hear that lots of people are struggling in these 
hard pandemic times as businesses close and jobs are 
lost. Do you know of any families—friends, neigh-
bors—who are facing a lean holiday? If so, Messiah 
can help! Thanks to the great generosity of so many 
people in our congregation, our pastors’ fund is well 
supplied to assist with urgent needs. Please, speak to 
one of our pastors, whether for yourself or for that 
friend you know. Let’s spread the kindness! 

ADVENT PREPARATIONS 

 
ADULT AND CHILDREN              

DEVOTIONALS  

Advent begins Sunday, 
November 29.  Look for 
our daily online adult de-
votions written by friends 
and family at Messiah.  
Children's Advent calendars and devotions will 
also be available. 
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MESSIAH PARKING LOT 
 

If you have visited the Messiah campus recently, 
you may have noticed the parking lot looks quite 
different these days. Messiah School joyfully  
welcomed students back on campus this Septem-
ber unveiling our new safe, socially distanced 
playground where kids can get their wiggles out 
during school day breaks. It's amazing what 23 
gallons of paint and a small band of volunteers 
with a whole lot of love for our kiddos can do to 
transform a space! Many thanks to Amy Roman, 
all who helped bring this idea to life, and to Chris 
Dugan for lending us his amazing videography  
talents.  You can view the video at https://
vimeo.com/456613985  

TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

On Sunday, October 18; Messiah hosted its an-
nual Trunk or Treat event.  While this year may 
have looked a bit different, it was great to see 
families enjoying a little bit of normal in a safe 
way.  
 

Trunk or Treat had 12 trunk hosts, 38 families, 
and 127 socially distanced people attended the 
event. 
 

Congratulations to the winning "Pirate Themed"  
trunk decoration, hosted by Anthony Reed and 
Elisibeth Shawver! They won a gift card to Gun-
selman's Tavern. 
 

Special thanks to Niki and Jarrod Holliday for 
organizing the event. 

   
 
 

ST. HERMAN'S HOUSE 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

 

Gunselman's Tavern & Messiah teamed up to 
serve a community meal on October 26th at St. 
Herman's House.  We were thrilled to be able to 
partner with both St. Herman's House and   
Gunselman's in providing this meal to 70+     
individuals connected with St. Herman's House. 
 

Thank you Josh and Mike Koza, and Billy and 
Cindy McNutt for helping with this meal. PET BLESSING 

 

St. Francis of Assisi was known to be a lover of 
all of God's creation, including animals.  His 
death day was October 3, 1226 and the month of 
October has long been associated throughout the 
wider church with giving thanks for pets and  
animals.   
 

Pastor Seth offered a 
drive thru pet blessing 
on October 17.  22 
pets came through for 
the blessing. Thank 
you for all who joined 
us. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
2020 CONFIRMANDS 

 

Noah Bridger, Delaney Garcia,  
Landon McCarty, Gregory Prohaska,  

Anna Rendziak, Jenna Stover 
Benjamin Vandrasik 
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 November 2020 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

6 
 

7 
 

1 
8:30a Holy  
Communion  
10a Holy Communion 

  
 

2 
1-4p Private Holy 
Communion 

3 
Election Day! 

4 
9a Chapel 
10a Bible Study via 
Zoom 
7p Bible Study via 
Zoom 

5 
8p Bible Study via 
Zoom 

8 
8:30a Holy  
Communion  
10a Holy Communion 
6p 7th Gr Confirmation 
via zoom 

9 
 

10  
 

11  
9a Chapel 
10a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 

12 
Early Dismissal 
 

1-4p Private Holy 
Communion 
8p Bible Study via 
Zoom 

 
 

13 
NO SCHOOL 

14 
 

 

15  
8:30a Holy  
Communion  
10a Holy Communion 
7p 8th Gr Confirmation 
via zoom 

16 
1-4p Private Holy 
Communion 

17 
 

18 
9a Chapel 
10a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 

19 
6p Laundry Love 
8p Bible Study via 
Zoom 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8:30a Holy  
Communion  
10a Holy Communion 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

 

Church Office  
Closes at 12p 

 
 
 
 

26 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 
 

9:30a Thanksgiv-
ing Worship 

 
 

27 
Messiah Church 

& School Offices 

CLOSED 

28 
 

29  
8:30a Holy  
Communion  
10a Holy Communion 
 

 
 

30 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NO SCHOOL—THANKSGIVING BREAK 
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Dated Materials 

 

November 2020 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

Messiah Memos 

Insert Label Here 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

NOVEMBER: A SPECIAL MONTH 

* It starts with All Saints’ Sunday when we 

remember people the Lord took home these 
past twelve months (see p. 1) 

 

* It continues with Stewardship Sundays, 

days for committing ourselves to God’s work 
through our church next year (see p. 4) 
 

* It brings us to Christ the King Sunday, 

when we get to celebrate the wonderful news 
that our Lord reigns with truth and grace and 
power 
 

* Thanksgiving Day follows, with a gift of 

prayer and praise to start the day, designed 
especially for this year (see p. 7) 
 

* It ends with the First Sunday of Advent, 

the launch of a new church year filled with 
the hope and promise of Jesus. 

Some ways to participate this month— 
 

* Come to church if you feel comfortable doing that. We are 

working very hard to keep things safe. Be sure to bring your 
mask. 

* Tune in to our livestream broadcast, available for viewing 

every Sunday from 8:30 on, and later in the week too. 

* Call a Messiah friend you haven’t talked to for a while.  

* Join a Bible study: Wednesdays at 10 am and 7 pm, Thurs-

days at 8 pm (see p. 2) 

* Pray for people in the class for new members that starts 

this month. 

* Bring food to distribute through our Little Free Pantry   

(see p. 6) or to the Fairview Park Hunger Center  

* Watch the weekly Wednesday devotion on our website   

(see p. 7) 

* Try our weekly option for semi-private communion in  

Messiah’s Atrium (see p. 2) 


